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Phonics and Early Reading  
Early reading and writing is underpinned by good quality phonics teaching.  At Brabin’s Endowed, the systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout the Early Years and KS1 and is taught daily. We follow the Red Rose Letters and Sounds Programme created by a team of Lancashire English Consultants.
Our intent for using Red Rose Letters and Sounds, which is a thorough and rigorous planning programme, is to strengthen the teaching and learning of phonics, and ensure children become enthusiastic and successful readers and writers. 
The programme includes planning from Phase 2 to Phase 5 with specific daily sessions and a very rigorous approach to meet and exceed expectations based on the Early Learning Goals and the National Curriculum for Year 1. 
Guided reading books and home reading books will be closely matched to the children’s current phonics learning, allowing them to apply and practise new knowledge and skills. The children are able to choose from a number of different schemes, including Collins Big Cat Phonics, Schofield and Sims My Letters and Sounds and Oxford Reading Tree Phonics.
Phase 2 - Reception
Reception children will quickly begin Phase 2 upon starting school. During this phase, the children will be taught 23 grapheme/phoneme correspondences and will begin to blend the sounds together to read and segment the sounds for spelling. They will also be taught to read and spell a number of tricky words. By the end of the phase, the children should be able to read captions and sentences and begin to make attempts at writing them. 
	Term
	Grapheme/phoneme correspondences
	Tricky Words and High Frequency Words

	Autumn 1
	s, a, t, p, i, n,

m, d, g, o, c, k
	HFW – as, is, us, his, has
Tricky word - the

	Autumn 2
	ck, e, u, r, h, b, 

f, ff, l, ll, ss
	Tricky words – I, to, go, no, into


Phase 3 - Reception
During phase 3, the children will learn the remaining letters of the alphabet. They will also be taught sounds made with two letters (digraphs) and three letters (trigraphs). When introducing digraphs and trigraphs, letter names are used and not the letter sounds. 

	Term
	Grapheme/phoneme correspondences
	Tricky Words and High Frequency Words

	Spring 1
	j, v, w, x, y, z, zz

qu, ch, sh, th/th, ng
	Tricky words – he, she, we, be, me, was, my, you, they

	Spring 2
	ai, ee, igh, oa

oo/oo, ar
	Tricky words – her, all, are, like, said, when, have, one

	Summer 1 
	ur, ow, oi, ear

air, ure, er
	Tricky words – come. do, so, were, some, there, out, little, what


Phase 4 – Reception & Revisited in the autumn term in Year 1 
During phase 4, the children are taught to blend sounds to read and segment sounds to write words containing adjacent consonants. These are words with 2 or more consonants next to each other. Initially, the adjacent consonants will be at the end of the word (milk / tent) then at the beginning (stop / grab). The children will then be taught to read and write words with 3 consonants at the beginning (splash / sprint). 
	Term
	
	Tricky Words and High Frequency Words

	Summer 1 

C-consonant

V – vowel 
	CVCC & CCV words


	Consolidate previous tricky and high frequency words

	Summer 2
	CCVC & CCVCC

CCCVC & CCCVCC words 
	


Phase 5 – Throughout Year 1

During Phase 5, the children are introduced to a further 21 graphemes for reading and writing and then they are taught alternative pronunciations of previously learnt graphemes. Finally they will learn alternative spelling patterns for different phonemes.

Children will also be taught how to read and spell Phase 5 tricky words and high frequency words. They will apply this learning when reading decodable texts containing these words. Within Phase 5, there are many opportunities to revisit and embed reading and spelling of tricky words and high frequency words. 
	Term
	Grapheme/phoneme correspondences

	Autumn 1
	Further graphemes for reading and writing
For example, ay (day), ou(cloud)

	Autumn 2
	Further graphemes for reading and writing

Alternative pronunciations for graphemes

For example, i (mind), o (most), 
ow (snow)

	Spring 1
	Alternative spellings for phonemes

For example, consolidate all patterns for ee (ee, ea, ey, y, ie, e) 

	Spring 2
	Alternative spellings for phonemes

	Summer 1
	Alternative spellings for phonemes

	Summer 2
	Consolidate all alternative spellings for phonemes


Phonics Vocabulary

	Phoneme
	A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word.

	Grapheme
	A grapheme is the letter, or letters, representing a phoneme

t    ai    igh

	Digraph
	A digraph is two letters, making one sound

A consonant digraph contains two consonants

sh ck th ll

A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel

ai ee ar oy

	Trigraph
	Three letters making one sound

igh dge tch

n – igh - t

b – r – i dge

m-a-tch

	Split digraph
	A digraph in which the two letters making the sound are not

adjacent, e.g. make

	Grapheme/phoneme

Correspondences GPCs
	Knowing a GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa.

	Adjacent consonants
	2 or more consonants that are next to each other in a word.

	Blending
	This involves looking at a written word, looking at each grapheme and using knowledge of GPCs to work
out which phoneme each grapheme represents and then merging these phonemes together to read a
word

	Segmenting
	Segmenting is the ability to break up spoken words into their separate sounds to help spell words


